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From Pastor . . . . 

DEBT FREE—DEBT AFRAID 
“And  forgive  us  our  debts.”  (Matthew  6:12—King James Version) 

 
Your credit card is maxed out. In the mail you receive an offer from a company to roll over 
your credit card balance to their card. In huge print you keep seeing 0% all over the letter. 
What an opportunity, you think to yourself, to get out from under those huge finance 
charges! 
 
But read the fine print. Yes, it is too good to be true. It is for a limited time only. After a 
while the interest skyrockets higher than you are currently paying. If you ever use the card 
for any new purchases, the terms are forfeited and the entire balance subject to high interest 
rates. 
 
I quoted the King James Version above because it captures the original Greek better. 
Generically  translated  “sin,”  the  word  here  has  the  idea  of  a  debt.  What  do  you  owe  God?  
An expert in the law wondered about this. Jesus asked him to summarize the law which he 
did. Love God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind, and your neighbor as yourself. 
This is what we owe God. Perfect love, devotion and obedience to him and to our neighbor. 
Such will inherit eternal life. But look at your statement. You owe God so much, but have 
paid him so little. In the parable of the unmerciful servant, God pictures our debt as 10,000 
talents. That was eleven times the gross national product then. It was also 75,000 pounds of 
gold  or  silver.  Do  the  math.  All  fall  short  of  God’s  glory. 
 
So God rolls your balance unto another card, Jesus Christ. Jesus loved the Lord with that 
perfect  love.  He  loved  his  neighbor  more  than  himself,  always.  He  measured  up  to  God’s  
holiness perfectly. Then he paid for your debt with his own suffering and death. Suddenly 
your balance is zero. You are debt free. But there must be a catch. Rolling debt over means 
you still owe it, just some place else. Maybe you have to give so much back to God or help 
so many little old ladies across the street or else the debt returns. But look. There is no fine 
print. No conditions. Nothing. God rolled your debt unto Jesus and then forgives it because 
Jesus pays it for you. What a relief. You are reconciled with God. Your balance is zero. 
 
Ever  got  that  huge  credit  card  paid  off?  Ever  find  yourself  saying,  “I  don’t  want  to  do  that 
again?”  So  also  the  debt  we  owe  God.  It  is  gone.  But  remember  what  it  was  like.  Say  to 
yourself,  “I  don’t  ever  want  to  go  down  that  road  again.”  You  know  how  awful  sin  is—you 
had its weight taken off your shoulders. Avoid it now like the plague, and God helps. His 
Word is a light for your path, showing you how to act, what to do, what to say to your 
neighbor and to God, away from sin. 
 
It is Lent. Lent and Easter are what it is all about, to see how in Christ God makes us both 
debt free and afraid of debt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.stpaularlington.com/
http://www.wels.net/
mailto:Don.koch@stpaularlington.com
mailto:Eric.kaesermann@stpaularlington.com
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GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH LUTHER (Part 11) 

 

 
Last time we left Luther, he was back at Wittenberg strengthening the church and doing lots of 
writing. 
 
This  month  I’d  like  to  take  a  different  aspect  of  Luther.      During  March  our  own  school  is  
celebrating Lutheran Elementary School Week (March 12-18).  I thought it would be a good 
idea to see what Luther had to say on education.  
 
One weakness that troubled Luther was that few children actually went to school.  Already in 
1520 Luther urged princes to set up schools for both boys AND girls in every town.  Here the 
pupils could learn the Gospel and also how to read, write, and work their arithmetic.  In 1524 he 
wrote his famous Letter to the Mayors and Aldermen of All the Cities of Germany in Behalf of 
Christian Schools. In this letter Luther reminded leaders that too many parents fail to teach 
their  children,  because  the  parents  don’t  want  to  be  bothered,  don’t  know  how,  or  don’t  have  the  
time.    In  Luther’s  world  the  children  (both  boys  and  girls)  should  spend  an  hour  or  two  at  school  
and then spend the rest of the time at home, learning a trade, and do whatever is desired.   In 
1526 he reminded his Elector, Elector John, that government officers have the duty to force 
people to send their children to school so that there may always be preachers, lawyers, judges, 
pastors, writers, physicians, teachers, and the like. 
 
Another weakness that troubled Luther was the poor Christian training given in schools.  Luther 
worked hard to improve the religion teaching that went on in the schools.  His Bible 
translations, catechisms, and hymns were some of the tools. He also fought a battle of words to 
keep people aware and convinced of the need for using these and other helps wisely.   
In 1530 Luther wrote Sermon on the Duty of Sending Children to School. He encouraged 
parents to continue sending their children to school.  Luther also had this to say about Christian 
teachers, “A  hard-working, pious schoolmaster or teacher who faithfully trains and educates 
boys  can  never  be  sufficiently  rewarded  or  repaid  with  money.” 
Luther’s  struggle  with  schools  did  produce  good  results.    He  wrote  in  1530,  “Boys  and  girls  are  
growing up so well  instructed  in  the  Catechism…young  boys  and  girls  can  now  pray,  believe,  
and  speak  of  God  and  of  Christ.” 
 
Thank God for our Lutheran Elementary School in which our families are assisted in training 
children for Christian lives on earth and for eternity. 
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 St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  Arlington,  MN 
“Preparing  Children  Now  and  For  Eternity”   

2017-2018 School Registration (OPEN HOUSE): 
The time will be here soon for our school open house 
and registration on APRIL 5th .  Parents with children 
going into grades PreK-7th will be receiving 
information to visit our school.  Take the opportunity to 
visit  with  teachers  and  staff  that  will  bring  God’s  Word  
to your child every day.  Use this as your first 
invitation to see what St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  is  all  
about! The last few years we have had many new faces 
and visitors to school that night , and we always can 
use an extra hand(VOLUNTEERS NEEDED).  If you 
are interested in serving dinner, addressing envelopes, 
or decorating the school sign– up sheets are in the 
narthex. You can talk with a school teacher too!! 
Thanks ! 
 
CES Bingo and Friendship Sunday:  Thank you for 
all those who set-up and cleaned up for Bingo Day.  It 
was a fun time for us all to get together.   Thank you to 
all those who brought the delicious food too! 
 
Website and Facebook: Keep up-to-date with all 
school events and happenings online.    
www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like 
us on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 
 
Upcoming Events:                       
March                              
1 JUMP ROPE FOR HEART KICK OFF              
2 Parent Basketball Night vs. Kids 5:30 game                                            
12-18 LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY   
          SCHOOL WEEK                  
12 Grandparents Day           
13 Presentation by Mr. Jasperson from MVL                                                      
15 PARENT VISITOR DAY                   
16 Jump Rope for Heart Event                    
18 SERVE FELLOWSHIP PREK-8th SING  
     ART SHOW       
19 MSU HISTORY DAY Grades 6-8th 
 
 April            
 2 NO SCHOOL                    
3 Track Season starts             
4 3-8th visit MLC to see Author AVI                                   
26 School Musical                                                                           
27  Children’s  Theater  MLC 
 
  
 

March 2018 
 
Lutheran Elementary School Week: March 12-18 is 
Lutheran Elementary School week.  We celebrate the 
wonderful blessing we have of Christian Education 
using our elementary school.  We hope to see many 
visitors this week.  
 
Be a Saint Program Updates: The school office is 
beginning to accept scholarship donations for the next 
school year.  If there is a congregation member who 
would  like  to  anonymously  sponsor  a  student’s  tuition  
for the next school year 2018 – 2019 speak with Mr. 
Kaesermann.  The open house is coming and we would 
like to have funds in place to share with families. 
 
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these 
items.  Labels can be dropped off at school or use a 
collection container in the back of the church.  
Aluminum cans to the trailer in the alley by the school.    
Thanks for saving these simple things.                
1. Thrivent Choice dollars                                             
2. Our Family UPC labels             
3. Box Tops for Education                  
4. Aluminum Cans                        
5. Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points                    
6. Country Hearth UPCs                                                                                  
7. MILK MOOLA– from Kwik Trip  
 
 CES SILENT AUCTION: Christian Education 
Society Auction is underway.  Happy bidding– all 
proceeds go to school projects, CES events, and 10% to 
Tuition Endowment fund. If you have any questions 
speak to Jennifer Kistner, Mrs. Petzel, or Connie 
Seeman as the heads of this committee. 
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YOUTH GROUP 
 

Youth Group will be meeting Sunday, 
March 11 at 6:30 PM at school.  We 
will be discussing our Lenten meal 
which is Wednesday, March 21 and 
filling eggs for the Easter egg hunt. 

FORWARD IN CHRIST – MARCH 
 

Forward in Christ, the official magazine of 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 
March  edition,  is  here  “ready”  to  be  “read”  
for  your  faith’s  encouragement.    Here  are  just  
a few of the gems in this issue: 
 
*”Living  in  Exile” (p.7) This devotion 
reminds us why sometimes it feels as we 
Christians have been allowed to endure pain, 
persecution, and pushback in this world. 
 
*”Light  for  Our  Path” (P.9) This 
question/answer page attempts to answer the 
question  of  “Are  tattoos  wrong?” 
 
*”A  Lenten  Reflection” (p.10-11) A couple 
of weeks ago we saw evil raise its ugly head 
again as a shooter took 17 lives at a school in 
Florida.    We  may  ask,  “Why?  Why  does  this  
keep  happening?”  This  devotion  from  Pastor  
Chris  Cordes,  pastor  from  St.  John’s,  Sleepy  
Eye,  MN,  reminds  us  of  God’s  love.    Sounds 
strange, but reading this will help you to 
understand. 
 
*”Confessions  of  Faith” (p.14-15) This story 
relates  about  a  family’s  experience  with  a  
Lutheran church and eventually joining a 
conservative one where they hear the truth of 
Scripture each Sunday. 
 
*”heart  to  heart  parent  conversation” 
(p.16-17)  This  month’s  question  is:  ”How  
Can We Teach Gentleness and Strength at the 
Same  Time?  ” Some Christian parents answer 
this question. 
 

(Continue to next column) 
 

 

*Moments  with  Missionaries” (p.20) 
This gives us a glimpse into a refugee 
camp in Kenya. Fascinating! 
 
*”Salt  of  the  Earth” (p.28-29)This 
reminds us how our Christian humility 
gives us the opportunity to show our 
love as we faithfully serve God and 
others. 
 
*”Majoring  on  the  Minors” (p.33) This 
short Bible study is on the prophet Joel. 
 
There are more articles and interesting 
items in this issue. They are short, well-
written, and faith-strengthening.  They 
are well worth your time and effort to 
read a few or all of them! Find your copy 
of Forward in Christ in the back of 
church. 
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MISSION SOCIETY MINUTES – FEBRUARY 27, 2018 
 
Meeting called to order by Vice president Lorraine Neubarth at 2 pm.  Devotion was given by Pastor 
Rauh, from Mathew 26:47. Despite betrayal and underhanded with a kiss, Jesus still called Judas 
"friend".  Hostess hymn "Go to Dark Gethsemane" was sung.    
Roll call next.  The secretary's report was read and approved. Treasurer's report read and approved. 
Bills were presented at this time. Motion to pay and approved. Sunshine Lady gave brief report.  
Correspondence was read and food shelf report given. A reminder that March is Food Shelf month.  
 
Old Business: Lenten supper report from 2/14/18 showed we had about 85 persons attend and all went 
well.  Next was an update on the Good Samaritan birthday party our Ruth group helped host on the 6th 
of February. The Christian day school children also came that day and sang and told jokes, and gave 
out handmade Valentines as well.  Fun was had by all. Homemade lap robes were given to the 2 
residents that had February birthdays.  The Belle Plaine Lutheran Home Bingo project will be on 
March 19th assisted by the Martha group. The light meal served before the Annual Congregation 
meeting was well appreciated by all.  
 
New Business:  The Ruth group will be serving for the funeral of Diana Robeck on March 3rd.  On 
Tuesday, March 6, it will be the Ruth group who is up for serving workers at the Arlington blood 
mobile.    Kitchen cleaning will be set to be done after Easter. Martha group setting this up. 
 
Easter lilies will be ordered for the church altar by Mission Society. A motion to have a sign-up sheet 
for congregational members who wish to purchase additional lilies for the front of the church, second 
and pass.  There will be a reminder that these will need to be taken down the Sunday after Easter.  Janet 
Hansen will be in charge of the flower ordering and sign-up sheet if anyone has questions. 
 
Our quilt project is going well, thanks to additional hands helping out with sewing.  These quilts now 
need to be tied. There are at least 9 quilts, so two days’ time will be scheduled for this project.  Dates of 
March 9th and 10th starting at 8:30 am or so until about noon both days. This information will be put in 
the church bulletin as well.  
 
The funeral for Elvera Truenow will be on March 28th at noon. The Martha group will be on for 
serving this. The LWMS Spring Rally will be held at Trinity Lutheran in Nicollet on April 21st, 2018. 
 
A motion to adjourn our meeting, second and accepted.   Adjourned with the Lord's Prayer. 
 
March Hostess: Lorraine Neubarth    
                
March Communion set-up: Arlys Sickmann & Barb Bening 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lee Wendland, Secretary 
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BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Sunday Morning Family Bible Study 
We are studying the book of Ephesians.  Come 
and join us each Sunday morning at 9:00am in the 
basement. There is always coffee and hot 
chocolate! 
 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study 
Our Bible Study is on Wednesday afternoons at 
2:45pm during Lent in the basement. (On 
March 28, we will again have Bible class at 
2:00pm)  We are studying the Augsburg 
Confession.  This is one of the most important 
confessions and it tells why we are Lutherans. 
Join us in this fascinating study. The schedule 
for March is as follows: 
Mar. 7 –  Articles 9 & 13: The Sacrament of  
                Baptism 
Mar. 14 – Articles 10, 22, & 24: The Sacrament  
                 of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
Mar. 21 – Articles 11, 12, & 25: Confession,  
                 Absolution, and Repentance 
Mar. 28 – Articles 14 & 28: The Office of the  
                  Public, or Representative, Ministry 
 
 

SOUTHWEST MN AREA LUTHERAN 
CHORALE 

The Southwest Area Lutheran Chorale is made 
up of WELS and ELS singers from our 
congregation and many others in the area. 
They invite you to attend their spring concert 
which will be held here at our church on 
Sunday afternoon, April 8, at 3:00pm. (Mark 
your calendar.  This will be a treat!) 
The  concert  theme  this  year  is  “Beautiful 
Savior”. The concerts are free and everyone is 
invited. A freewill offering will be gathered to 
go towards a new tent for worship at Living 
Stone Mission in Zambia, Africa.   
There will be a fellowship lunch following 
each concert. 
Another concert is being given at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Willmar, MN on April 15 at 
3:00pm. 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
March 27 Maundy Thursday  7:00pm 
March 28 Good Friday   7:00pm 
April 1 Sunrise Service   6:30am 
Easter Breakfast following Sunrise service  
Easter Egg Hunt at 8:15 AM.   
*Children should meet in the narthex at 
8:10. 
Easter Service at 9:00am 

 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 

For those who are a little older (and a 
little wiser) we invite you to join us 
Monday afternoon, March 19, down in 
the church basement at 1:30 pm.  
We’ll  begin  with  a  short  Bible  study  
and then move on to snacks, games, 
and talk. Come and join us for a fun 
afternoon. 

MEN 
(This is for You!) 

Leadership in Your Walk of Faith 
Come and join Men of Truth for the 2018 
conference on March 17, 2018 at Martin 
Luther  College  in  New  Ulm.  This  year’s  
conference is titled Leadership in Your 
Walk of Faith. 

Go to menoftruth.org for more 
information and to register! 
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UPDATES ON CALLED WORKERS 
In the past few weeks we have been made aware 
of a few changes of called workers associated 
with our congregation in which you may be 
interested.  
Jeffry and Sarah Sell, former teachers here, who 
had been teaching at Prince of Peace Lutheran 
School, Taylorsville, Utah,  have accepted calls 
to Bay Pines Lutheran School in Seminole, 
Florida.  Jeff will be principal and upper grade 
teacher with Sarah called to be kindergarten 
teacher. 
Pastor Jacob Hanneman, son of the 
congregation, is a pastor in Montana.  Within 
this past week, he accepted a call to be pastor at 
Shepherd of the Plains Lutheran Church, Fort 
Morgan, Co. 

EASTER BREAKFAST 
Once again, we will be serving an Easter Breakfast 
in between the two worship services on Easter 
Sunday morning.  Everyone is invited to join us!  
We are also looking for some volunteers to help 
the members of the Family Bible Class serve the 
breakfast that morning and/or donate some items for 
the meal.  Sign-up sheets are posted out in the 
narthex.  Please volunteer to help if you can.  The 
work shifts are short, and the more help we have the 
easier the job.  Thank you! 

 

WELS KINGDOM WORKERS 
What are they?  Their Mission Statement is as 
follows:  Kingdom Workers spreads the Gospel by 
deploying Christians in locally sustainable mission 
work, addressing spiritual and physical needs in 
communities worldwide. 
Some quick numbers: Total spending for 2017 was 
$2,810,000; People served were 12, 862.  There 
were 386 visiting volunteers (people traveling 
outside of the project location) with 1,651 local 
volunteers (people living where the project is 
located.)  In 2017, a typical volunteer donated an 
average of 45 service hours for a total of 91,040 
hours. 
What are some of the projects Kingdom Workers 
did? They built one house, 4 churches, 1 school, and 
did 2 remodels.  In Grenada a mobile system of 
teaching aquaponics was developed.  This helps 
bring economic growth and environmental stability. 
Swimming lessons along with Vacation Bible 
School were also held at Grenada. In Malawi 
Kingdom Worker volunteers visited families with 
disabilities to provide physical therapy, encourage 
caretakers, and share the Gospel. People served in 
this program were 1,942.  Seven volunteers traveled 
to Ethiopia to share skills in sanitation and best 
practices for clean water. Other volunteers went to 
South Sudan to help them prevent diseases, make 
nutritious meals, and train local leaders in 
congregational and Bible class leadership. In 
Indonesia, eight villages have access to water 
purification systems.  Many water-borne diseases 
have been eradicated.  In Chile a church was built 
and mission workers provided to teach English to 
the people with opportunities to invite them to 
church. 
Here in the U.S. work is also being done such as in 
Las Vegas where Kingdom Workers trained church 
members to serve as mentors to a refugee family 
from the Congo to help in the transition to living in 
our country.  In Milwaukee, WI Kingdom Workers 
find ways to support single mothers in their 
community.  On the Apache Reservation in Arizona, 
are main programs.  One is the local Apache youth 
groups run two gardens.   
 

(Cont. on next column) 

(Kingdom Workers – cont.) 
Through planting, nurturing, and growing seeds, it 
allows  then  to  encounter  Christ’s  teachings.    The  
second program is home repairs.  Many Apache 
families  don’t  have  the  necessary  knowledge  to  
maintain their homes so local Apache volunteers 
hold workshops to teach home repair skills to 
residents. 
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          God’s  Encouraging  Word  … 

   when I am burdened with guilt 
 
What she had done in the past weighed heavily on her conscience.  She was living under the soul-crushing 
conviction that the death of her nine-year-old daughter was God paying her back for her sins. 
 
He was resigned to live the rest of his life in despair.  His wife had begged him to get help for his alcoholism 
through their entire marriage.  Now suddenly, she was gone and so was any opportunity to make up for being a 
lousy husband and father.  It was too late. 
 
His  head  hung  low  as  he  dissolved  into  tears.    When  he  looked  up,  he  asked,  “What  kind  of  person  would  steal  
from  his  own  family?”    He  knew  the  answer.    That  was  why  he  was  sobbing. 
 
How does your guilt feel?  Does it hit you like a wrecking ball when you are confronted with the horrifying 
truth  of  how  evil  you  really  are  or  how  much  damage  and  pain  you’ve  caused?    Does  it  leave  you  hopeless  or  
even horrified at the truth you have to face sooner or later?  The truth that  you’re  never  going  to  be  the  person  
you know you should be.  The truth that makes you a failure to a holy God and undeserving of anything good 
from him. 
 
You should know something about all those people mentioned above.  They all found relief from guilt.  They 
found it in the only place it can be found—in  the  God  who  pledges,  “I,  even  I,  am  he  who  blots  out  your  
transgressions,  for  my  own  sake,  and  remembers  your  sins  no  more.”   
 
You  might  think  your  sins  and  weaknesses  define  you.    They  don’t.    Not  in  God’s  eyes.    You  know  how  you  
highlight  a  phrase  and  then  hit  “delete”  when  you  are  editing  a  document?    God  does  that  with  your  sins.    He  not  
only  doesn’t  see  them  anymore,  he  doesn’t  even  remember  them.    He  doesn’t  recall  the  worst  things  you’ve  
done or  your  habitual  failings.    So  your  sins  not  only  don’t  define  you  to  God,  they  don’t  condemn  you  to  his  
punishment either. 
 
How is that possible?  God loved you with a love so amazing that he charged his Son, Jesus, with your sins and 
punished him in your place.  All of the ways you have sinned or ever will sin, have been paid for.  They are not 
on your record or clinging to your identity anymore. 
 
Believe it, and in Jesus live unburdened from your guilt and in the joyful freedom of forgiveness.  


